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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission § 347.1 

If the presently effective rates are not 
at the maximum ceiling rate estab-
lished under § 342.3 of this chapter, then 
gross revenues must also be computed 
and set forth as if the ceiling rates 
were effective for the 12 month period. 

[59 FR 59146, Nov. 16, 1994, as amended by 
Order 588, 61 FR 38569, July 25, 1996; Order 
606, 64 FR 44405, Aug. 16, 1999] 

§ 346.3 Asset retirement obligations. 

(a) A carrier that files material in 
support of initial rates or change in 
rates under § 346.2 and has recorded 
asset retirement obligations on its 
books must provide a schedule, as part 
of the supporting workpapers, identi-
fying all cost components related to 
the asset retirement obligations that 
are included in the book balances of all 
accounts reflected in the cost of serv-
ice computation supporting the pro-
posed rates. However, all cost compo-
nents related to asset retirement obli-
gations that would impact the calcula-
tion of rate base, such as carrier prop-
erty and related accumulated deprecia-
tion and accumulated deferred income 
taxes, may not be reflected in rates and 
must be removed from the rate base 
calculation through a single adjust-
ment. 

(b) A carrier seeking to recover 
nonrate base costs related to asset re-
tirement costs in rates must provide, 
with its filing under § 346.2 of this part, 
a detailed study supporting the 
amounts proposed to be collected in 
rates. 

(c) A carrier who has recorded asset 
retirement obligations on its books but 
is not seeking recovery of the asset re-
tirement costs in rates, must remove 
all asset retirement obligations related 
cost components from the cost of serv-
ice supporting its proposed rates. 

[Order 631, 68 FR 19625, Apr. 21, 2003] 

PART 347—OIL PIPELINE 
DEPRECIATION STUDIES 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 7101–7352; 49 U.S.C. 
60502; 49 App. U.S.C. 1–85. 

§ 347.1 Material to support request for 
newly established or changed prop-
erty account depreciation studies. 

(a) Means of filing. Filing of a request 
for new or changed property account 
depreciation rates must be made with 
the Secretary of the Commission. Fil-
ings made by mail must be addressed 
to the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission with the envelope clearly 
marked as containing ‘‘Oil Pipeline De-
preciation Rates.’’ 

(b) Number of copies. Carriers must 
file three paper copies of each request 
with attendant information identified 
in paragraphs (c) through (e) of this 
section. 

(c) Transmittal letter. Letters of trans-
mittal must give a general description 
of the change in depreciation rates 
being proposed in the filing. Letters of 
transmittal must also certify that the 
letter of transmittal (not including the 
information to be provided, as identi-
fied in paragraphs (d) and (e) of this 
section) has been sent to each shipper 
and to each subscriber. If there are no 
subscribers, letters of transmittal must 
so state. Carriers requesting acknowl-
edgement of the receipt of a filing by 
mail must submit a duplicate copy of 
the letter of transmittal marked ‘‘Re-
ceipt requested.’’ The request must in-
clude a postage paid, self-addressed re-
turn envelope. 

(d) Effectiveness of property account 
depreciation rates. (1) The proposed de-
preciation rates being established in 
the first instance must be used until 
they are either accepted or modified by 
the Commission. Rates in effect at the 
time of the proposed revision must con-
tinue to be used until the proposed re-
vised rates are approved or modified by 
the Commission. 

(2) When filing for approval of either 
new or changed property account de-
preciation rates, a carrier must provide 
information in sufficient detail to fully 
explain and justify its proposed rates. 

(e) Information to be provided. The in-
formation in paragraphs (e)(1) through 
(5) of this section must be provided as 
justification for depreciation changes. 
Modifications, additions, and deletions 
to these data elements should be made 
to reflect the individual circumstances 
of the carrier’s properties and oper-
ations. Any information in paragraphs 
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(e)(1) through (5) of this section, the re-
lease of which would violate section 
15(13) of the Interstate Commerce Act, 
must be provided in a format that will 
protect individual shippers. 

(1) A brief summary relating to the 
general principles on which the pro-
posed depreciation rates are based (e.g., 
why the economic life of the pipeline 
section is less then the physical life). 

(2) An explanation of the organiza-
tion, ownership, and operation of the 
pipeline. 

(3) A table of the proposed deprecia-
tion rates by account. 

(4) An explanation of the average re-
maining life on a physical basis and on 
an economic basis. 

(5) The following specific background 
data must be submitted at the time of 
and concurrently with any request for 
the establishment of, or modification 
to, depreciation rates for carriers. If 
the information listed is not applica-
ble, it may be omitted from the filing: 

(i) Up-to-date engineering maps of 
the pipeline including the location of 
all gathering facilities, trunkline fa-
cilities, terminals, interconnections 
with other pipeline systems, and inter-
connections with refineries/plants. 
Maps must indicate the direction of 
flow. 

(ii) A brief description of the car-
rier’s operations and an estimate of 
any major near-term additions or re-
tirements including the estimated 
costs, location, reason, and probable 
year of transaction. 

(iii) The present depreciation rates 
being used by account. 

(iv) For the most current year avail-
able and for the two prior years, a 
breakdown of the throughput (by type 
of product, if applicable) received with 
source (e.g. name of well, pipeline com-
pany) at each receipt point and 
throughput delivered at each delivery 
point. 

(v) The daily average capacity (in 
barrels per day) and the actual average 
capacity (in barrels per day) for the 
most current year, by line section. 

(vi) A list of shipments and their as-
sociated receipt points, delivery points, 
and volumes (in barrels) by type of 
product (where applicable) for the most 
current year. 

(vii) For each primary carrier ac-
count, the latest month’s book bal-
ances for gross plant and for accumu-
lated reserve for depreciation. 

(viii) An estimate of the remaining 
life of the system (both gathering and 
trunk lines) including the basis for the 
estimate. 

(ix) For crude oil, a list of the fields 
or areas from which crude oil is ob-
tained. 

(x) If the proposed depreciation rate 
adjustment is based on the remaining 
physical life of the properties, a com-
plete, or updated, if applicable, Service 
Life Data Form (FERC Form No. 73) 
through the most current year. 

(xi) Estimated salvage value of prop-
erties by account. 

[59 FR 59147, Nov. 16, 1994, as amended at 60 
FR 358, Jan. 4, 1995] 

PART 348—OIL PIPELINE APPLICA-
TIONS FOR MARKET POWER DE-
TERMINATIONS 

Sec. 
348.1 Content of application for a market 

power determination. 
348.2 Procedures. 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 7101–7352; 49 U.S.C. 
60502; 49 App. U.S.C. 1–85. 

§ 348.1 Content of application for a 
market power determination. 

(a) If, under § 342.4(b) of this chapter, 
a carrier seeks to establish that it 
lacks significant market power in the 
market in which it proposes to charge 
market-based rates, it must file and 
provide an application for such a deter-
mination. An application must include 
a statement of position and the infor-
mation required by paragraph (c) of 
this section. 

(b) The carrier’s statement of posi-
tion required by paragraph (a) of this 
section must include an executive sum-
mary of its statement of position and a 
statement of material facts in addition 
to its complete statement of position. 
The statement of material facts must 
include citation to the supporting 
statements, exhibits, affidavits, and 
prepared testimony. 

(c) The carrier must include with its 
application the following information: 
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